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ABSTRAK

Destinasi wisata yang tergolong dalam special interest tourism khususnya pada
Cultural Tourism mulai populer dan dilirik oleh masyarakat yaitu dark tourism. Salah
satu destinasi yang menawarkan aktivitas dark tourism yang beragam yaitu Kabupaten
Toraja Utara, umumnya destinasi wisata Toraja mengarahkan pendatang untuk
mengenal “Budaya Kematian” suku Toraja di kawasan pekuburan kuno. Selain daya
tarik wisata yang menjadi faktor utama pemicu kunjungan, perlu juga didukung dengan
interpretasi sebagai penghubung antara pengunjung dengan destinasi dark tourism.
Interpretasi merupakan kunci dari kepuasan wisatawan terhadap sebuah destinasi.
Tujuan penelitian ini ialah untuk mengetahui keberhasilan interpretasi di destinasi dark
tourism di Kabupaten Toraja Utara antara lain, Pekuburan Kuno Ke’te Kesu’, Kuburan
Batu Londa, serta Batu Megalitikum Bori.

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode statistik deskriptif dengan responden
wisatawan dark tourism. Teknik pengambilan sampel menggunakan purposive
sampling dengan jumlah sampel 154 responden dan menggunakan alat penelitian
berupa kuesioner disertai dengan pertanyaan konfirmasi. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan
bahwa interpretasi secara keseluruhan telah berhasil dirasakan oleh wisatawan baik
dari segi kognitif, afektif maupun perilaku, elemen yang paling menonjol adalah
affective interpretation outcomes.

Kata Kunci: Interpretasi Pariwisata, Dark Tourism, Toraja Utara.
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ABSTRACT

Tourist destinations that are classified as special interest tourism, especially in
Cultural Tourism, are becoming popular and ogled by the public is dark tourism. The
interest of the community that makes this destination more developed. Destinations that
offer various dark tourism activities is North Toraja Regency, destinations in Toraja
generally direct visitors to get to know the "culture" of the Toraja tribe in ancient
cemeteries. In addition to tourist attraction which is the main factor triggering visits,
it also needs to be supported by interpretation to link between visitors and dark tourism
destinations. It is indicated that interpretation is the key to tourist satisfaction with a
destination. The purpose of this study is to determine the success of interpretation in
dark tourism destinations in North Toraja Regency, including the Ke'te Kesu' Ancient
Cemetery, Londa Stone Grave, and Bori Megalithic Stone.

This study uses descriptive statistical methods with dark tourism tourists as
respondents. The sampling technique used was purposive sampling with a sample of
154 respondents and used research tools in the form of a questionnaire along with
confirmation questions. The results of the study shows that the overall interpretation
has been successfully perceived by tourists both in terms of cognitive, affective and
behavioral, the most prominent element is the result of affective interpretation.

Key Words: Tourism Interpretation, Dark Tourism, North Toraja
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